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SHEWING, 


That fn all the: Liben Re- 


monſtrances, and pretended Th a- 
gainſt 4 New Method of Levying the Du- 
ties on Tobacco and Wine, there is not 4 
ſo much as one Word worth anſwering. mM 
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Genuine Thoughts 
„„ 


MERC HA N T, &c. 


2 A ſhew their Modeſty in any 


that any other Name and Cha- 
racter will ſucceed in the World 


4 j6! 


better than their own, and therefore it 
is we have ſo many Diſguiſes of both the 
one and the other in the Title Pages of 


Books and Pamphlets. But the Thoughts 
communicated to the Publick in theſe few 
Pages are owing to the genuine Sentiments 
of a Merchant; one of the moſt eminent 


of his Profeſſion both for Capacity and Ex- 
perience, who upon my deſiring him to 
give me his Opinion of a Scheme for 
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a new Method of Levying the Duties on 
Tobacco, Wine, &c. lent me an Anſwer in 


a very few Lines, which made me a Con- 


vert from the popular Notion to that of 
Men of Knowledge and Practice. His 


Words are: 


cannot relate to You how mad People are 


about the Phantom Exciſe. They are a 


Fire, and if Matters go on for a Month 
to come, as they have done for a Month paſt, 
we Hall have it a Party-Word, the Mark 
of Diſtinction, as Sacheverel and the Church 
in Danger were in Queen Anne's Time, and 
with as little Reaſon and perhaps, as much 


_ Confuſion and Detriment to the Publick. 


There is no more daring to tell one's Mind upon 


it, than there was then to ſpeak truly of the 
Then Miniſtry, or the Peace. But if I. 


who have lived abroad in Holland, Ham- 
burgh, and other Trading Countries and 
Towns, might declare my Ojanion grounded on 
what I ſaw to be the good Effetts of their Way 


% Taxing, I muſt needs own, if a Way is 


Freund out to remedy Ip Evil, that is feared from 


Exciſemen, and the Method of WAS 
Goods and Collecting the Duty made eaſy, 
can think no otherwiſe, bul that the Leſfoning 


the Cuſtoms and Taxing Goods by Exciſe 
would be a great Bleſſing to this Nation, and 


 effetually make us ſhare with our Neighbours 
in being the common Storehouſe of Europe. 
Indeed excepting that one Objection about Ex- 


ciſemen, 
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.ciſemen, JI never heard a ſingle Word againſt 


Exciſe: which deſerves an Anſwer. But in- 
ſtead of Argument the very Jacobites 
and Tories cry out, Liberty, Liberty, 
No Exciſe, No Exciſe, as 1 heard that 
Sort of People cry out in Cheapſide, when 
Caſs Newland, Sc. oppojed the Four Mer- 
chants, No Merchants, No Trade. 


Which juſt Obſervations of his pleas'd 
me ſo well, that it led me into a new Way 
of thinking, and adding ſome of my own 


to His, I return'd the whole to him in the 


following Form: 


The only Difference between the Cla- 


mour now raiſed againſt the Scheme, which 
by the way none of the Clamourers ever 


| ſaw, and that about the Church's Danger 
is, that in the former, none but Jacobites 


and Tories cried aloud and ſpraed not, but now 


ſome deluded Whigs and Diſenters Join in 
with the Tories and Facobites in the Op- 
poſitions raiſed and fomented at firſt by 
the latter, only for Oppoſition Sake, 


out of Envy to thoſe that form'd it, or 


caus'd it to be formed. For to imagine, 
that People were in their right Senſes, or 


had any at all, when they gave Judgment of 


aThing that never came to their Knowledge, 
is as prepoſterous as to hear a Weaver of 


Norwich, or a Hatter of Southwark, tell us, 


what 1s the true Intereſt of a Virginia or 


Portugal Merchant. We 
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We ſhall not enquire, what Reaſons the 
Portugal or Virginia Merchant has to oppoſe 
what they knew nothing more of, than a 
Name they themſelves have given it, but 
if it is the Intention of the Legiſlature, 
when a Duty is laid to have it levied in 
the beſt Manner to anſwer the End for 
which it was given, then certainly that 
Method of Levying it which beſt anſwers 
that End, and is no way prejudicial to the 
Subject, either i in his Property or Liberty, 
according to the Conſtruction of the Law 
is the beſt, and he has no Reaſon to com- 
plain, that his Liberty or Property are af- 
| fected, when it is only in the due and de- 
cent Exemption of it. 
As to the Inconveniencies of Exciſemen, 
they are not ſuch as are irremediable, and 
there is nothing elſe, according to the Mer- 
chant abovemention'd to be objected a- 
gainſt an Exciſe. But it ought to be re- 
mark*d, that People are fo little pleas'd 
with all Sorts of Payments to the Publick, 
that the Officers employ'd in them are al 
ways their Averſion. One would think 
thoſe that are employ'd in collecting Cha- 
rities for the Poor, and in — the 

Highways for the Commodity of all, Man, 


Woman and Child, being Parochial Offi- 
cers, choſen by the Inhabitants, or their 
Magiſtrates, ſhould be very acceptable to 
all Perſons: And yet what Reception they 

meet wich when they collect their Mo- 

| ney, 


ney, what ſour Looks, what foul Lan- 
guage, and ſometimes worſe, is too well 


and too generally known to be farther in- 
ſiſted on here: If it was ever ſo little con- 


ſider'd, what Sort of Creatures the Exciſe- 


men have chiefly to do with, Alehouſemen, 
Brandymen, and the like, People would 
think the Officers good enough for the 
Work they are ſet upon; but it is not 


reaſonable to conclude from thence, that 


it is pretended to quarter ſuch a Fellow on 


every Trader in Tobacco and Wine, tho? 


that is invidiouſly meant to terrify Traders 


into an Abhorrence of the Scheme. It be- 


came reaſonable Men to be aſſur'd, that 


this was the Caſe before they ſent Word of 
it to their Repreſentatives, for none but 


Children and Fools cry out before they 
are hurt. But impartial Perſons cannot help 
thinking, that the main Exception is to the 
Office, and not the Officer, and that the 
Goods being ſurvey'd, gives the real Of- 
fence, and not the Behaviour of the Sur- 
veyor. Becauſe it is moſt certain, that no 


Duty can be regularly levied without do- 
ing Juſtice to the Revenue, as well as to 
the Trade, and no ſuch Juſtice can be 
done, without employing ſomebody to do 
it; who let him be who and what he will 


is ſure never to be in the good Opinion of 
thoſe who think they ſuffer by his Dili- 


gence and Fidelity, which I dare venture 
to affirm give more Offence than Man- 
es ers 
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ners or ill Words, and they both are 


Things ſo eafily provided againſt that to 
name them is rrifling and next to Imperti- 
nence. 

All wiſe Miniſters confider chiefly in the 
Ways and Means for raiſing Money, that 
every Tax ſhould be fo equally 114 that 
every one ſhould pay in Proportion to his 


Fortune and Expence, and that the Impoſi- 


tion be plac'd on ſuch Goods as are for Lu- 
xury or Pleaſure, and not ſuch as are for 


the Neceſſities of Life, which cannot be 


faid of Tobacco and Wine, though Habit 
has made them almoſt natural to us. Since 
then it is allowed, that thoſe Commodities 
are the beſt ſuited of all others to propor- 
tion an Equality of Payment by he on- 
ſumption. Wiſe Miniſters cannot ſerve their 
Country better, than by taking Care that 
the Payment be really and in Fact equal to 
the Conſumption, which no Body will have 
juſt Cauſe ro complain of, becauſe it is in 
his Power to leſſen or encreaſc it as he 
pleaſes, which however is not the Caſe, 


even in Holland, where Liberty is ſurely as 
well underſtood and as dear to the People 


as in England, and yet not only Corn bur, 
Fleſb is under Exciſe, which probably 


would not be fo eaſily born with, if they 


had Lands enough to levy Money upon. It. 
is true the Hollanders are commended for, 
lay ing their Duties on, Goods, which are 
not of the Growth of their Country, they 

having 


91 


having their Fleſh from Denmark, and their 
Corn from Dantzick, and it was a like Con- 


ſideration that induc'd our Legiſlature ro 


lay the preſent Impoſts on Tobacco and 


Wine, which are much more of the Nature 
of Taxable Goods than Bread and Beef, for 


which the Dutch pay Exciſe, and have paid 
almoſt ever ſince they took Arms in De- 


fence of that Liberty, which their Exe 
has enabled them to preſerve againſt, the 


Power both of the Houſe of Auſtria and 
the Houſe of Bourbon, whe have both en- 


 deayour'd in their Turn to enflave them. 


And it is very remarkable, that the very 
firſt Exciſe, which was levied on Goods in 
England, was impos'd by the very Parlia- 
ment, who were at the fame. Time at War 
with the Invaders of their Liberty, and raiſ- 
ed Money by an Zxciſ# to maintain that 
War, which proves to us, that ſuch Levy-' 
ing of Money is ſo far from being of Arbi- 


trary, that it is of Republican Original, and 
inſtead of keeping up an Army to collect 
it, it was collected to keep up an Army to 


fave Religion, Liberty and Property, which 

s the. preſent Circumſtance, if che Argu- 

ment 25 taken in its full Extent, it being 
for the Support of our preſent happy Con- 
ſtitution, which is the Support of our All. 


When the Chimney- Money Tax was in 
Being, the Cla mour againſt it was pretend- 


ed to be more on the Account of the Tax- 
tt K than of the Tax; * in Truth 0 
| the 


Nn 
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the Money the People id, and not the | 
Men that collated it, that gave ſo much 
Diſturbance ; for afterwards when that Tax 
was taken off, with a little too much Pre- 
cipitation, and the Expence of the War 
encreasd the Tax upon Land, the Slavery 


of the Chimney Men was forgotten, and a 
certain Knight of a Shire ſaid, Dey have 
eaſed us 4 a Feather, and lay a Milſtone up- 
on us. 


or the Diſaffected and the Diſguſt- 
ed have, ever ſince the Revolution, had ſome- 


thing to ſay againſt every Propoſal whatfo- 


ever which came from the Government and 
was for its Service. They, the very ſame 
Men, have been for and againſt Taxing 
Land, for and againſt an Exciſe, as it ſer- 


ved a Turn and mented an Opyaticion to 
State Meaſures. 


— Ent. the Seen of :Par- 
lament in 1691, there was 2 Diſcourſe of 


changing the Method of raifing the Supply, 


which began to run the Nation into the Debt 
it contracted by large Diſcount and Inte- 
reſt ; to prevent which it was thought moſt 


adviſcable to raiſe the Year's Expence with- 
in the Year by Exciſing Goods in the Hands 
of the Retailers, which immediately was ex- 


claim'd againft, not only by Jacobites and 
Tories, but alſo by ſome Revolutioners, par- 


_ ticularly by a Gentleman, a Member of 


the Houſe of Commons, who had been ve- 
ry inſtrumental in the Revolution, whoſe 


* was then in the Treaſury and 


thought 


11 J 


thought, as the other Lords did, that by 


| ſhould prevent an immenſe Debt growing 
upon the Nation, and enable it to car 
on the War with more Eaſe and Succeſs, all 


the Supplies anſwering that Way with great- 


er Quickneſs and Certainty. 
I ſhall have Occaſion to mention ſome of 


the beforemention'd Gentleman's Argu- 


ments, and ſhall ſhew by them, that as plau- 
ſible as they ſeem'd to be, they were equal- 
ly fraught with Sophiſtry, Fallacy and Diſ- 
content. However, the Oppoſition pre- 
vaiPd ſo far that the old Ways and Means 
were purſu'd, and a Debt of ſeveral Mil- 
lions left upon the Publick at the Ehd of 
King William's War, which the very ſame 
Men, who made the Cry againſt the Exciſe, 
that would have prevented it, then cried 
out againſt as an Effect of the Miſmanage- 
ment of the Miniſtry, who ought, faid 
they, to have rais'd the Year's Expence in 
the Tear, and not have made the Nation 


| Bankrupt, by running it ſo in Arrear. Thus 


the General Exciſe was not only trump*d up 
in their Pamphlets, and Lord Hallifax re- 


flected yo for not falling in with it, which 


he would have done with all his Heart, if 


they would have let him, but Speeches were 


made within Doors, as well as without, to 
the ſame Purpoſe. The Danger it would 


| have been to Liberty was no more thought 
of, nor the Impertinence nor Infolence 


B 2 of 


Faun the Money within the Year, they 
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of Exeiſemen, but all the Talk was the 


8 |! great Advantages that would have accru'd 
1 by raifing the Money at once in a Way fo 
n ſure and ſo ſpeedy: And indeed as to the 
1 Officers and Hours ſo much excepted and 


declaim'd againſt, they are only falſe 
Colours hung out by the Oppoſers to frigh- 

+ - | ten the Weak and Timorous, as Dutch 
W=- Seamen have painted Granadiers on their 
Decks, to make People believe they are 
living Soldiers, when they are only a Parcel 

of wooden Figures that will hurt no Body, 

unleſs you ſet them a Fire. SONS 5 

There is no better Way of making a 

right Judgment in the Conſideration of 

Matters relating to the Commonwealth than 

to judge by Men as well as Things, It ne- 

ver fail'd once, and is the Experience of 
T3 all Ages. Having not Books by me, I 
* muſt make uſe of Memory, and that brings 
to my Mind the Story of a Citizen of Rome, 

* who going tothe Place of Election for Con- 
| = 5 ſuls in a Sort of Doubt how to give his Vote, 
met with a Friend of his coming from it, 
1 and after changing a Word or two about 
1 the CandiJates, he demanded, ho did ſuch 
1 n one vote for? His Friend told him. Then 
I will give my Vote for the other, ſaid he, 


„* 
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i | 1 for Jam ſure, that Man never did nor ever 
[ | io will give bis for the Good of bis Country. 
N An infallible Rule, which whoever goes by 


3 will never be miſtaken; for a Jacobite, a 
| Tory, a Grumbler, as ſuch, and while in 
| the 
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the Poſſeſſion of their evil Spirit, can no 
more be made ſound in Principle, than a 


a Negro can be made white in Complexion, 
and therefore every good Engliſhman when 
he ſees theſe Men furiouſly promoting Let- 
ters to Repreſentatives, or Addreſſes to Par- 


liament, will very well inform himſelf of 
the Truth of their Aﬀertions and theGrounds 
they go upon, before he gives into any 


thing they offer, and will always ſuſpect 


| there is Miſchief at the Bottom, Anguis in 
Herba, whatever Diſguiſe they put upon 


their Intentions, and in whatever fair Words 


they cloath their Hypocriſy and Malice. 
When wellmeaning Perſons are drawn aſide 


by them, it ſhould be enquir'd, whether 


Self. Intereſt, Vanity, Humour, or Igno- 
Trance are not in their Compoſition, Whe- 
ther ſome may not do it, becauſe they hope 


to get by it, others to gain ſome Diſt inction 
in their Profeſſion and Neighbourhood, o- 


thers out of a Spirit of Oppoſition only, 
and others becaufe they know not what it is 
they oppoſe, which may in ſome wiſe be 


{aid of all of them as to a New Method of 


Levying the Duties on Tobacco and Wine ; 
| becauſe, as I have obſerv'd, not one of them 


has receiv'd Light enough in the Matter to 
qualify him for any Manner of Explanation, 


_ otherwiſe than as ik is taking the Duty of 
the Relailer, inſtead of the Merchant, is turn- 


ed by Him from Cuſtom into Exciſe, and 


9 


of our | | 
Theſe Men wanted not Revolters among 
the Revolutioners to encreaſe their Party, 
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| the Cuſtom-bouſe Officer is chriſtened an 


Exciſeman. 


Was it not equally confounding and 
ſhocking to hear Sir Edward Seymour, Sir 


Chriſtopher Muſgrave, &c. in King Wil- 
liam's Parliaments tearing their Lungs to 


_ expreſs their Zeal for Liberty, when not 


many Years before Seymour was addreſs'd 


- againſt as a Betrayer of it, and Muſgrave's 


Borough of Carliſle ſent an Addreſs of 


Thanks to King James for his Standing 


Army of Engliſh and Iriſh Papiſts}; Yet 


theſe Gentlemen were loudeſt in the Cry 


againſt the Miniſters and their Meaſures in 
the Reign of King William, the Defender 
þ Srl as well as of our Faith. 


and the Noiſe they made, and the Caſe 


would be equally lamentable and pitiful, if 


after ſo much Experience of the Falſhood 
of their Pretences, and the Wickedneſs of 
their Deſigns, good Engliſþ Men ſhould be 
drawn in to give Ear to ſuch Men, and be 


made their Tools ro carry Points, which 


dirsctly or indirectly tend to the Diſtur- 
bance, at leaſt, if not to the Deſtruction 


of the Government. 


There is nothing renders the falſe Pre- 


tences of theſe pretended Afertors of I. i- 
berty more obvious and abſurd, than the 
Practice of the Commonwealth of Holland 


I 


in laying Exciſes on the Goods abovemen ; 
tioned, and having Bureaux, or Offices, in 
their very Markets, which certainly have 
their Officers to inſpect and collect as well 
as their Cuſtomhouſes : and yet, though I 
have been told, that at Amfterdam, a Diſh 


of Fiſh, with its Sauce, before it be ſerved 


up to Table, pays Exciſe Thirty ſeveral 
imes, there was never a Whiſper in that 
Country which ſhew'd the leaſt Jealouſy of 
thair Liberty's being endanger'd by it. The 
Vanity of this Conceit will farther appear 
by the Practice of the Commonwealth of 
Venice, who boaſt of being the oldeſt and 
freeſt People in the World; and yet harbour 


among chem almoſt as many Exciſemen, as 


they are now call'd here, as there are Gon- 
dalters on both Sides of the Rialto. See an 
Account of this in a Political Tract 1115 
bliſh'd In the Year 168g. 


6 None will a the Commonwealth of 
«© VJenice is a poor State, though all muſt 


oven, that they lie under heavy Taxes, 


&«& inſomuch that it is believ'd in thofe 


« Countries, that the Chriſtians under the 
* Turk, are ſubject to leſs Impoſitions than 


« ſuch as are under the Venetians, where 
c beſides great Cuſtoms upon all Merchan- 


« dizes, they pay Exciſe for every Bit of 


Bread and Meat, nay for the very Salt 
« they eat, and after all this, the pooreſt 
1 Labourer * his Pell. Money, and yet 
1 „ where 
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terrify People with Things 
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© where. is there a Richer People; and, 
« which can be ſaid of no Government, 
either Chriſtian or Heathen in the known 
World of ſuch Antiquity, without 
«© Change, though peſter'd with continual 


oa 


* 


« Wars, at one Time, for the Space of Se- 


„ yen Years, they had all the Chriſtian 
& Princes in Europe in a League and War 


« againſt them, except England,” 


Which is more than ſufficient to mon- 


ſtrate, that the affected Fears of Loſs of 


Liberty by raiſing Money as the Venetian 
and Dutch Commonwealths do by Exciſes, 


eſpecially on Goods that are conſum'd in 
Luxury and Pleaſure, are groundleſs and 
_ chimzrical, and the Experience of theſe Re- 


publicks a good Leſſon to all Lovers of 


their Country whether in or out of the 58 


| nagement. 


The Truth is, All who ſet chempelves a- T 
iat this equal, ſpeedy and ſure Way of 


raiſing Money, as Men always do who are 


on the wrong Side of an Argument, endea - 


vour to ſupply with Artifice'and Aſſurance 


what they want in Reaſon and Truth. They 
which never 
come to paſs, and argue from Premiſes 
which were never thought of. Thus the 


oye ab of the Treatiſe againſt Exciſe For- 


Years ago enumerating the Miſchieſs 


: 7 would ariſe from it among other Par- 
ticulars names that of Mali, which was 


excis'd 


T979] 
excis*d a few Years after, and has continy'd 
ſo ever ſince to the great Eaſe of Land 


and every thing elſe, that might be ſubject - 
ed to Duty. He ſays, F an Exciſe fbould 


be laid upon Malt, where will the Burden lies 
The Price of it will certainly fonk in the Coun- 
try, for Want of Conſumption, by Reaſon of 
| the New Impoſition. The Brewers in Great 


Cities and Towns, ſuch as London, Briſtol, 


Exeter, Norwich, Cc. will be the only 
Gainers, ſince they will buy their Malt cheap, 
and ſell their Drink as dear or dearer than 
before, and the poor Farmer muſt bear the 
Loſs, which will quickly be the Cauſe 1 throws 
ing up the Lands in all Parts of the Kingdom. 
Every Word of which is prov'd falſe by the 
Effects of the Mali-TJax or Exciſe. The 


Price of Malt inſtead of ſinking roſe upon 
it. The Conſumption is as great or greater 
than ever, the Brewers ſell their Beer and 


Ale as cheap as they us'd to do, but buy 
their Malt dearer; che Abatement in the 
Goodneſs of their Drink being more than 
equivalent to the Tax upon Malt, and there 
is more Barley ſown in England now than 
was before that Tax was laid. When Beer 


and Ae were firſt excis'd a Leading Mem- 


ber in che Houſe of Commons, ſpeaking a- 
geainſt it ſaid, { would be the giving away 

all the Barley Lands in the Kingdom. This 
Contrary of which has been, in Fact, che 


Truth: But theſe Party Politicians endea- 


vour ficſt to raiſe Miſts beforę che People's 
= 5211 — > 


Eyes, 
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Eyes, and then palm upon them their Bug- 
bears and Sacrecrows to irigh ten them out 


of the Uſe of their ſober Underſtandings, 
and make them believe whatever is told 


them, eſpecially when it comes from Per- 
ſons that wear the Vizar of Patriotiſm, as 


moſt of their Corrupters have done ever 


ſince the Abdication. 


One of them in an Harangue againſt Ex- 


ciſes ſays, You will have miſerable Fellows 
come into your Houſes like Searchers, as if you 


hid ſome Criminal, or conceaPd ſome Arms 
or Papers to the Prejudice of the Govern- 
ment. What follows is exactly in the Stile 
and Manner of our Modern Cato's, It 


could not enter into your Heads that a Leg of 
Mutton ought io be ſuſpeFed for Treaſon, or 
a Loin of Beef, which was thought worthy to 

| be knighted by ſome of our Kings, ſhould be 
accus'd of Conſpiracy againſt the State. 


This is ſome of the Sophiſtry and Fal- 


lacy before mention'd. The Tobacco- 
Man's Mutton and Beef will never be 
ſuſpected, nor in Danger of Imbezzlement 
by the Officer, but his Tobacco Cellar may 
very reafonably lie under Suſpicion, when 
by every Pound he may run he puts a 


Groat or Five-Pence in his Pocket, and it 


is as reaſonable that there ſhould be Of- 
| ficers to ſearch for ſmuggled Merchandiſe, 
or prevent the Smuggling, as that Con- 
ſtables and Tithing men ſhould ſearch for 
mw — when and where it is judg'd 


neceſlary, 


L 
neceſſary, ſmuggled Goods being as much 
ſtolen Goods in that Proportion of their 
Value, which is due to the Publick, as 
any that are purchas'd of Houſebreakers 
and Pickpockets. And yet who would 
have the Power of Searching taken from 
Conſtables and Tithing-men to avoid hav- 
ing their Houſes viſited by ſuch miſerable 
Fellows, as that great Patriot calls the Of- 
ficers of the Revenue. All Duries are the 
Property of the State, in the Welfare of 
which every Subje& is concern'd and 1n- 
Jured in the Wrong done it, which makes 
the Care of Receiving them as important 
a Service as can be render'd the Nation in 
rn and particular, conſider'd as one 

ody Politick, which cannot be ſupported 
without Expence, and the better the Funds 
iven for that Uſe come out, the Expence 
will be the eaſier and the leſs burthenſome 
to thoſe that contribute towards it. But 
to return to what my Merchant writes me. 
I do ſolemnly and in good Earneſt aſ- 
„ fure you that Seven in Eight of our Cla- 
* mourers at an Exciſe are a Set of ſtub- 
born noiſy Sheep following one another, 
„How eaſy is it to get Hands to a mean 
“ ſcurrilous Ballad had one a Mind to try 
it? Some of thoſe that have made the 
„ oreateſt Clamour in Publick, have in 
«« private Converſation, talking of the To- 
bacco Trade, aſſur'd me, they thought it 
* would be much better for them if it was 
* | . 


I . 20 ] 
Wi: 40 e exciſed, ſo as to keep the 
Wii; „Traders free from the Impertinency of 
1 11; e the Exciſemen, than it is now under Cu- 
Za tom: But the raſh, the heady and noiſy, 
1 „and their Followers, the Mob, do not 
i think at all: This is plain and ſelf-evident, 
Wn « that ſuppoling Virginia Tobacco, take one 
Wi! | „Hog ſhead with another, leaves the Com- 
j wy OG ow os or 40 5. a Hog ſhead be- 
«© hind it for his Commiſſions, Charges, D/ 
«© counts, &c. and Maryland Tobacco about 
#1 4% Fas much, which every Body grants it 
A | does, a ſurprizing Sum out of a Hog- 
| ; 6 ſhear of Tobacco, which clear of Cuſtom. 
1 « anch al] Sk, may not make neat 505. 
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1 it % ſay ſuppoling each of the Provinces 
| i} 40 Ships have the aw Quantity, then one 
© if „with another they leave the Commiſſion- 
| [ „ man 30s. a Hogſhead, Now ſuppoſe it 
wi 74 cc 


Sis 46 þe admitted Dutyfree, the Charges can- 
| | T not be more than on a Hog ſhead of Sugar, 
which is not above 10+5. ſo all our Sur- 
* plus Tobacco would go to our Neigh- 
« bours about 303. a Hogſbead cheaper 
« than now, which is near an Haifpenny a 
Pound; What can you think of a Cry 
«« againſt this? I cannot help being very 
© chagrin at it, and to ſee even ſome Mbigs 
„ who have no immediate Concern in the 
„Thing, to join in with it only to in- 
« dulge their ill Humours, I was not ſur- 
4 « priz'd to hear the Commiſſion man bellow 
{| „ upon it, or that he ſent inflammatory 
5 5 « Letters 
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Letters about the Country to ſet People 
ce againft what they know nothing of. 
They take him to be a Virginia Merchant or 
Planter whoſe whole Subſtance is the Commo- 


dity he deals in, and conſequently that he is an 


infallible Judge of the Trade, while, in Rea- 


_ tity, this Virginia Merchant does enly take 


one half of the Hogſhead of Tobacco for his 
Share in Commiſſion, Diſcounts, &c. and 


leaves the other half to the Plainter io maintain 
himſelf, Wife, Children and Servants, and 
keep his Plantation at Work for this Com- 


miſſion- man's Benefit, who takes Commiſ- 


ſion for the Cuſtoms, and will have none 
but for the firſt Coſt, Freight, &c. when 
Tobacco is under Excite, My Merchant 


MOSS ĩ 
Since the Exciſe came to be the Sub- 


1 je&t of Converſation, how often have 1 


heard ſeveral of our Virginia Commiſſion- 
„ men taking Airs to themſelves, ſaying, 
. — 1 obacco, Who'll fell it for 3, 4, 
„ or 5, Shillinsgs. a Hogſhead? Does this 
% require an Anſwer? They are not uſed 
4 to the Courſe of Commiſſion Buſineſs. 


„ Who will, ſay I, buy Spice at 1 per C? 


Why 1000 Men in Europe worth 500007. 


% Man, and ſo of Copper, Lead, Tin, 


„ &c. Who will ſell Sugar for 7 or 85. 
« a Hundred, Hemp for 7 or 8. a Bale? 


„Why any one will, as good Men as they 


b are, You know all this. I do not ſpeak 
to one that is a Stranger to theſe Things. 
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They want to learn the common Me- 
thods of Trade, in which perhaps they 
will do better than ſo many of them have 
done, by getting the poor Planters little 
Share, and the Government's great Share 
into their Hands, and leaving the D=<1 
to pay the Cuſtomhouſe Bonds, making 
a Figure for ſome Time, and then va- 
niſhing. You and I have ſeen a good 
deal of this; I mean of Merchants get- 
ting into Debt at the Cyſombouſe, look - 
ing on all the Money in their Pockets as 
their own, till at laſt the Idol breaks to 

eces. The Temptation to this and the 
Miſter that attends it would be in a 
great Meaſure prevented, if the Duty on 
Tobacco was paid by the Retailer, and the 
Value of it or more receiv'd by him 
again of the Conſumer, The Commilſion- 
man would not receive his Money by ſuch 
great Sums, and conſequently, though 
his Commiſſion would be the leſs, his 
Temptation to miſapply the Money 
wont be ſo too, and the Planter who 
employs him, having a greater Produce 
from his Goods, would make the, ſafer 
and better Correſpondent, which with 
Frugality and Induſtry would probably 
in a due Courſe of Time turn more to 
his Account than his preſent exorbitant > 
.Commiſhon,? _ 


It will be obſerv'd, that 1 hare avoided 
raking.any the leaſt Notice of the tedious 


and 
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and trifling Declamations of the Craftſman, 
and other Factious Writers againſt a New 


Method of Levying the Duties on Tobacco 
and Wine, and have not much more re- 


garded the nonſenſical and whimſical Let- 
'ters which have been ſent into the Countr 


in Order to be ſign'd, and ſent back to 
London as Inſtructions to Members of Par- 
liament in an Affair the Letter- Writers knew 


no more of than of the Longitude or Grand 


Elixir, becauſe as my Friend the Merchant 


did really write me, there is not one Word 
in them All worth anſwering; but having 


before me a Treatiſe on this Subject writ- 
ten by a Whig Member, when he was out 


of Humour with King William's Miniſtry, 


becauſe he was not at the Head of it, it is 
worth while to conſider what he ſays, the 


Gentleman being a Man of Senſe, and, 


diſguſted as he was, of more Temper and 


Moderation than any of Caleb Danvers's 


Maſters and Fellow-labourers in Faction, 


Falſhood and Scandal. He ſays, ſpeaking 
againſt Exciſe, The greateſt Exciſes wbich 


are laid in Holland are upon Commodities 


which are not of the Growth of the Conntry, 
| fo that by loading them they oblige their People 


o conſume the Goods of their own Growth. C' 


which he recommends as a laudable Prac- 
tice, and thus far does he agree with the 
Duties on Vine, &c. of which he would 


not have complain'd, all his Care being to 


guard Things growing in this Kingdom: from 
BEN f Exciſe... 
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LW: Exciſe. But the Commodities now in Que- 
= if ftion are foreign Goods that we can be 
without, and are conſum'd more by Luxu- 
ry and Pleaſure than Neceſſity or Conve- 
nience, and every one allows that no Goods 
or Merchandife can better bear Duty than 
E Tobacco and Wine, which being out of 
Z| By doubt, it remains only to find out which 
= BY way of raiſing it will beſt ſecure the Pay- 
6 | ment. Every one agrees, that by Receiv- 
r ing it of the Retailer the Frauds of unfair 
r Traders will be in a great Meaſure pre- 
1 155 vented, and the Duty conſequently bring 
1 5 in by chat Means ſo much more than the 
I : preſent Receipr, .as will defray. the Charge 
1 i of Collecting, not only that, but other 
Wi! Eos” Branches of the Revenae. Nay, it is more 
1 than probable, that the Receipt will, by 
11 | this Means, be ſo augmented as to mabe 
= 3 an Equivalent for the preſent Land-Tax, 
1 which is a Reaſon for it that has fo mcuh 
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1 Mieigght in it as to make it Matter of Won- 
i dee to ſee an Excifeman's Impertinence put 
l if | n:into the Scale againſt it. We will not ſup- 
; pole, that the Durch Exciſe Officers are 
better bred than. thoſe in Exgland, yet the 
Hollanders bear with them contentedly, be- 
-cauſe their Offices are abſolutely. neceſſary 
tfor the Service of the State in which the 
Whole Community is ſerv'd. The ſame 
doubtleſs is the Caſe of the Venetians, Flb- 
rentines and others, who almoſt always raiſe 
heir Taxrs by Ext iſrs. For as ma the Flo- 


renlines, 


rentines, though dez Rdve been Two hun 


dred Years under the Tyranny of the Houfe 
of Medi, yet we may well dance that 
the Dukes of Florence continued the old 
Method of raiſing Money practis'd by the 


Florentines when they were a Nerublict, 
and this Subject being thrown in my way 


beg Leave to repeat a Paſſage or ,wo 
out of the Tract ane in the Tear 


1689. 
«© The Way of Exciſe is much us'd in 


«* the United Provintts, which we ſhould. 


here think intolerable to be laid on eve- 
ce ry Bit which we eat, but there it is found 
e uſeful and Time has made it natural to 
„ the People: So in Venice and other Parts. 
„The great Duke of Florente does the 
« ſame, by raiſing moft of his Revenue 


% updn Cofunipoons in his on Domini=s 


« Ons, which indeed ſeem of alt Taxes the 


« moſt equal, for that no Man by it can 


* be ſaid to be oppreſs'd, he being his 


« own Aſſeſſor and pays but what he pleafeg 
i according to his Expence; but laying it 
„as they do in the United Provinces upon 
« the Food of the Poor might be thought 
a (Grievance, if that and one Defect more 
could be remedied, bt the Company of 


Exciſemen, there could be nothing. faid 


&« againſt this Tax; and that is, the rich 
„% Miſer, who ſtarves his miferable Body, 
goes molt free, therefore as to him 1 
40 have before __ _ how he 


„ mi; ght 


— gr infringes any tries 
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: 4 by which Means Trade is greatly im- 
* proved, and at the ſrme time the Levies 
t to the State much augmented, for that 
« the Expence of thoſe Merchants and 
«« Seamen that repair thither, though they 
«© often ſell nothing, but come to-ſee” a 
« Market, is conſiderable.” 
This is a Confirmation of my Merchant's 
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might be reach'd. Where this Exciſe is 
moſt us'd, (Pray mind this for it confirms 


G8. 


tations and Exportations are molt eas'd, 


Judgment, and indeed the Thing ſpeaks it- 


felf. If Traders were made more eaſy at 


the Keys Trade would encreaſe, Merchan- 


diſe be ſold cheaper in our own Market, 
and conſequently would be more vendible 


m the Markets abroad, which would be 


an effeQual, as it is the only, Means for us 
to come in with the Duteb in the Profit they 


make of being the Carriers and Storekeep- 


ers of Europe. If this holds good in a 
general Argument, it muſt in a particular a 
one much more, and eſpecially in the Ar- 


ow now talk'd of, fince probably the 


erchandiſe to be eas d at the Key is like- 
ly to pay above twice as much at the Shop 
at the ſame Rate it is now charg d with by 
.. - 


It is computed, het there are about 


| ooo0 Hog eads of Tobacco imported 
_ yearly from Virginia and Maryland, which 


at 720 ————— each . — 140. 55.2 
ogſhead, 


the  Fudgment of my Merchant) Impor- 


— 


V 


. 


Hogſhead: In all 8550001. out of which 
muſt be deducted two Thirds for Draw- 
backs by Exportation 370000 pds; fo 


there remains 285000 /. for the Home Con- 


_ ſumption, to which if we add an Eleventh. 
Part for Bulk Tobacco, brought over thus 
in order to be ſmuggled, and that which is 

run in the Hogſhead or after it is taken 
out of the Hogſhead, and the Staves flung 


into the Sea or River, the whole Amount 


of the Cuſtoms would be 356000 J. yearly, 
and it has not come to above 180000 J. 
_ yearly, clear in the preſent Way of Col. 
ection, by which it appears, that there is 
retty near as much loſt to the Publick 
Revenue, as is received, and as the Loſs in 
the Duties upon Vine is computed to be 
more even than that in thoſe on Tobacco, 


put both cogether and you will find they 


do not fall far ſhort of 22 d. in the Pound 
upon Land, which however the Wiſdom of 


the Nation will always find Uſe for, if Peo- 


ple are ſo fond of paying it that nothing 
elle will content them. All the Frauds by 
which theſe Branches of the Revenue ſuffer 
ſo much will be prevented, if the Retailer pays 

the Duty, and will be ſo good as to let ſome- 


4 


body elle beſides himſelf or his Servants take 


an Account of the Wares the Law obliges 
him to pay for. That this Retailer is in a fair 
Way of making himſelf more than whole for 
ſuch Payment in the Price of his Commo- 
dity is plain, by the Practice of thoſe 
Tradeſmen whoſe Commodities are already 
% © Ce under 
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under Exciſe. The Tallow: 2 handler and 
Fhremaksr having rifen the Price of their 


Wares above double the Value of the Ex- 
Fe on Leather an | Candles, and the Con- 


Fahy pretended, ple be che Caſe of 75. 
Þatro and Nine. Whereas it is moſt cer- 


rain, the Peophe are generally ſo bewitch'd 


to S moo ting that they would rather abate 


of their Bread than their Tobacco. And as 


to Vine one may gueſs how ſtrong” theit 


Luft after it js, by 1 paying eo Stum 


Cyder, c. inftea of it, as they de daily, 


which is a much greater Tax upon them 


than an Exciſe inſtead of Cuſtom would be, 
and by the former they will be deliver'd 
from the Danger they are in of being "both 
cheated and poiſonꝰd by the Cooper or Vint- 


78 who will not be willing to pay a Groat 


Uart Duty for Stuff which perhaps they 
for Two pencę, ſo that take this new 


Method of Leyying it in what View you 
will there appears Advantage to every one 


that deals fairly in the Commodities we are 
treating of, and to the Publick Revenue i in 
which all are interefted. There remains 
then none to ſtand out in Oppoſition to this 
Method, but thoſe who have Intereft in fo 
doing ſeperate from that of the Publick ; 


and whether Thar | is worth conſidering when 
the other is in Queſtion is what, I believe, 


will never come into Debate. 


It will be very natural for all who. read 
22 0 
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Gele few Pages to object, Are not many of 

the Merchants that oppoſe this new Method 
Men of Senſe and Honour, and would they 
be ſo earneſt againſt it without good Rea- 
ſons for ir? 1 muſt anſwer in the Words of 


my Merchant, a Man of equal Senſe and 


Honour with the beſt of them, That if they 
ha ve ſuch good Reaſons they have kept them 
to themſelves, as cloſe as the Scheme was kept 
from them, and nothing like it has yet ap- 
peard in any Thing that has come from 

them concerning it. Men of Senſe and Ho- 
nour are ſometimes blinded as well as others 
by their Paſſion, Intereſt which never lies, 
as it is faid, is however very often miſtaken, 


and in the Purſuit of it, whether real or ima» 


ginary, Men very often forget themſelves, 


and iti that Inſtance their Senſe and their 
Honour are a while ſuſpended. If they op- 


poſe an Opinion under the Biaſs of Intereſt, 


whether imaginary or real, it is all one to 
them, their Thoughts lean all that Way, and 


they keep themlelves Strangers to every 
Thing = may be ſaid againſt it. 

Alt a fair Trader who has the Frauds of 
che unfair one zan Abhorrence, joins wich 


him however in Oppoſition to a Scheme he 


thinks would be prejudicial to his Trade: 

Such an one doubtleſs does ſo, either be- 
cauſe the Retailers he deals with repreſent 
to him that their very Trade will be at an 


End, if ſuch a Reſtraint is put upon it: br. 


becauſe he 1 is s jealous that any Alteration in 


the 
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the W of it will · be for the worſe, 
that he knows now what he has to do, but 


knows not what he ſhall have to do then, 
| and Intereſt is ſo delicate in all its Concerns 
| that it is very often as much frighted with 
| Shadows as Subſtances, which will not be 
[ ſaid to be a good Reaſon why in Conſidera- 
r tion of ſuch groundleſs Jealouſies the Wiſ- 
181 dom of the Nation ſhould not uſe all reaſo- 
E nable Means to ſecure and improve the Pub- 
1 1 blick Revenue on which the Preſervation of 
1 date whole ſo much depends. 
W 4 As for the Reſt of the Members of this 
1 Oppoſition, which are more than Ninety- 
1 nine in an Hundred of the whole, they are 
1 either thoſe that have been and intend to he 
| | unfair Traders, or thoſe that have ſome 
'W 7 how or other Dependance upon them, and 
1 both Deceivers and Deceived are work'd in- 
i | to it by the Ferment which the Crafi/men, 
"M1 and their Emiflaries, have induſtriouſly rai- 
iS | ſed, being in Truth as much Enemies to 
—_— the Peace and true Intereſt of their Country 
| | |- -: as the Earbery's and Fog*s, This is fo no- 
'W |} teorious that it is avon oa boaſted of as 
=: an Inſtance of the Snccels. of their factious | 
WE and ſeditious Clamour, to the great Scan- 
1 dal and Grief of all ſober and judicious 
4 | ps | Perſons, - who have nothing ſo much at 
4 Heart as the Safety, Welfare and Happi- 
1 '/ neſs of the Commonwealt. 
Wi Baut ſome ſay, We do believe and allow 
* WM 7 chat the New Method for Levying the Du- 
| | | nes 
! 
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ties on Tobacco and Vine will encreaſe the 


Revenue probably to a Sum equivalent to 
what is ſaid of it, but then it is giving too 


much'to, and putting us too much in the 


Power of the Crown. This is incompara- 


ble Jargon; the giving Part is over, the 


Duties are given, and have been long gi- 


ven, but they have not been paid as the 


Law requires. The Publick have in all 


Likelihood been defrauded of more than a 
Third Part of the Amount of the National 


Debts in the Cuſtoms of theſe Articles ſince 
they were impos'd. The Debate is not now 
whether the Duty ſhall be given, but whe- 

ther it ſhall be paid, and whether the Re- 


tailers paying it is not the ſure Means to 


obtain that End. As to putting us in the 
Power of the Crown, I know not what is 
meant by the Crown in a Revolution Govern- 
ment, but the Conftitution, or the Executive 


Power of the Laws of our own making, 


which *tis alike impoſſible for a King or a 


State to execute themſelves, and therefore 


they muſt neceſſarily have Officers, who 
can have no more Power than thoſe Laws 


have given them, in a Government founded 
on Revolution Principles, the chief of which 


is that of Liberty, not in the Sound of the 
Word only, as the Crafiſmen and Murmu- 


rers make it, but in adue Obſervance of the 
Laws, and a hearty Concern for the Peace 
and Proſperity. of the Nation, which in- 
cludes a ready Obedience to the King, their 
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Head, and Reſpect for thoſe Miniſters) who 
faichfully and ably ſerve Hi King il. 
nam told his Parliaments more than once, 
That His and His People's Intereſt was one 
and the ſame Thing, and could not be ſe- 
petated. Queen Ame! acted as if the 
thought what King Mliam ſaid, till ſhe 
fuſfer'd herſelf io he leu aſide by evil and 
pernicious Counſels in che four laſt Vears of 
het Reign His Late Majeſty K. George I. 
was wont to ſay, The Parliament knew 
beſt what they ſtood in need of, and He 
mould be always glad to join witch them in 
any Thing they thought would be for the 
Good of the Pablick. Hit preſent Majeſty 
has iti the whole Courſe of his Government 
ſhewn himſelf to be as much the Father of 
our Country, as if he was fe by Nature, as 
well as by His Royal Dignicy and Charac- 
ter. And as theſe great and good Reval. 
tion Princes have always acted as if 
thought they could not do too much for us, 
emethinks it was and is equally ungrareful 
and unjeſt to give them the invidious Name 
of the Crown, and then caution us to have 
a Care what we do for it. Theſe Things 
are eaſily ſeen through, and are the than 


Dilguiſes of Faction to diſturb and perplex 
the Adminiſtration; and conceal Defigns, 

which as ſhameleſs as the F actiqus wy An 
are ine 'd to own. 34 


